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Sunday, October 16, 2022 Pre-Conference Workshop 

 
12:00PM – 4:30PM Town Hall CAPT-ACTP, CADTH, Leslie Dan Faculty of Pharmacy  

Title:  Canadian RWE Initiatives: A Town Hall 
Location: Leslie Dan Faculty of Pharmacy 144 College St.   

    
Session Overview: 
The intent of this half-day town hall is to gather stakeholders in the Canadian RWE space together to share ideas and updates 

regarding ongoing work in Canada and across the world. In addition to Canadian experts, we will include international speakers to 

share their experiences and work. Specifically, this town hall will be an opportunity for stakeholders to present updates and share 

their current RWE initiatives  

Preliminary Agenda 

12:00 – 1PM Registration & Networking 

1:00 – 2PM Update from Canadian Projects 
 –Overview (Speaker -TBD) 

 Pilot Project- Report back (Speaker- TBD) 

 Health Canada (Speaker-TBD) 

 CanREValue – Dr. Kelvin Chan 

 Mina Tadrous- Guidance update 

 
2:15 -3:15 BREAK & Networking 
 
2:15 – 3:15 Global Perspective 

 Dr. Shirley Wang (Lead Author of Start-RWE) 

Other Speakers TBD 
3:15 – 4:30 Town Hall Style Event 

 Chance for attendees to give updates on current initiatives (please submit your outline 

prior to the event to: mina.tadrous@mail.utoronto.ca) 

 Open Discussion 

o  

Registration https://www.capt-actp.ca/register/ 
 
$50.00 + HST  combined with registration to CAPT 2022 Conference   
$150.00 + HST workshop only  

mailto:mina.tadrous@mail.utoronto.ca
https://www.capt-actp.ca/register/


 

 
 

Monday, October 17, 2022 

 
7:00AM – 8:30AM Registration / Breakfast (Sponsor:  

Location:   Lower Concourse Auditorium Foyer 
 
 
8:15AM – 8:30AM Welcome to Day 1  
   Location:   Lower Concourse Auditorium 
   Speaker:  CAPT-ACTP President 
 
 
8:30AM – 9:30AM Keynote Address 

Introduction: BI indigenous Pathways 

   Speaker:   

 
 

9:30AM –10:45AM Session 1:  EISAI  

 Moderator:     
Speakers:    
   
 
 
 

10:45AM – 11:15AM Break 
 
 
11:15AM – 12:30PM Session 2: IQVIA 

Title:  Tackling Pan-Country Evidence in Oncology: Multi-
stakeholder Partnership and Innovative Technology made simple. 
Who’s in?”    

   Moderator: Brad Millson, IQVIA Canada  
   Speakers:   
Session Overview: 
Precision oncology is fast becoming the standard of care in cancer treatment. R&D pipelines are rich with innovative therapies targeting 

precise pathways with ever-more customized therapeutic options. The promise of this precision often comes with challenges including 

smaller clinical trials, higher prices, tumor-agnostic trials, and cross-innovator combination therapies which all challenge the way 

stakeholders evaluate these therapies. The need for real world evidence collection post-approval could not be clearer. In Canada, 

that collection is further challenged by the highly fragmented nature of care delivery, with each province deploying their own fit-for-

purpose model. This results in specific challenges that make it difficult to track real world outcomes and conduct real world studies 

that are national and representative of these patient populations. This panel will discuss how different organizations are tackling these 

challenges. The discussion will include topics such as innovative technology, privacy, partnerships, and collaborations to help solve 

these challenges. It will include varying viewpoints from technology providers, evidence generators, hospitals, healthcare providers, 

and payers. This session will also highlight a real-world example of how new innovative technology combined with a multi-stakeholder 

decentralized approach has successfully created a cloud-based, pan-country oncology data network that provides in-depth oncology-

relevant data metrics and real-world insights to improve clinical trial recruitment, inform best practices, and benefit patients’ health 

outcomes to improve public health systems. 

      
 
12:30PM – 1:30PM Lunch  

Location:   Lower Concourse Auditorium Foyer 
    



 

 
 

Student Networking  
Location:   Lower Concourse Auditorium  
Organizer:    

 
 
1:30PM – 2:45PM  Session 3:  Innomar  
   Title:   Policy Perspective on Rare Diseases   
   Moderator:    
   Speakers:  
 
 
 
2:45PM – 3:15PM Break  

 
3:15PM – 4:30PM Session 4: Innovative Medicines 

Title: Testing and Precision Therapies: Can Health Systems 
Integrate Drug and Diagnostic Access in Uncertain 
Times? 

 Moderator:   
   Speakers:  
Session Overview:  
The traditional medicine paradigm of “one-pill-for-all” is shifting away towards a much more tailored approach towards precision 
therapies.  These new innovative therapies require specific biomarker testing in order to identify the appropriate patient for the 
treatment.   
The necessity of biomarker testing (sometimes known as companion diagnostics) in order to access the appropriate therapy is fast 
becoming commonplace.  Therefore, dual and coordinated access to testing and drug funding becomes an indispensable objective 
so that patients can benefit from these new treatments in a timely manner.  
Several organizations, including Innovative Medicines and BIOTECanada, have issued policy position documents  
https://www.biotech.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Policy_position_Feb14_english.pdf 
that bring attention to the testing landscape and the need to work together with different stakeholder groups to (1) bring awareness 
to the situation, (2) develop solutions for a more efficient and streamlined process and to (3) implement these changes so that 
advances in testing and treatments can be realized by patients.     
Objective: 
The purpose of the panel discussion is to look at the core principles outlined in the policy position mentioned above and identify 
areas of commonality, differences, and key steps to advance changes.      
 
4:30PM – 5:00PM Day 1 Summary 
   Speaker:  Mina Tadrous, CAPT-ACTP President 
  
 
 
 

5:30PM – 6:30PM Poster Presentation Session / Job Fair 

   Location:  Lower Concourse Auditorium Foyer 
 
   Drinks and Hors D’oeuvres  
   Location:  Lower Concourse Auditorium Foyer 
 
 
 

Tuesday, October 18, 2022 

 
7:00AM – 8:45AM Registration / Breakfast  

Location:   Lower Concourse Auditorium Foyer 

https://www.biotech.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Policy_position_Feb14_english.pdf


 

 
 

 
7:30 – 8:30  Workshop – 3Sixty  

Title:            Early-Stage Cancer Therapies: How Can Canadian                                    
Evaluators and Funders Adapt to Review Treatments With Surrogate 
Endpoints? 
Moderator:  Bill Dempster, CEO, 3Sixty Public Affairs 
Speakers: Erik Lockhart, Senior Facilitator, Smith School of Business 

Session Overview: 
The pipeline for cancer therapeutics may have value before chemotherapy and before surgery. However, many of these new 
treatments feature non-traditional measurements for success. Instead of the conventional overall survival (OS) and progression-free 
survival (PFS) outcomes, oncologists are looking for impacts on tumour, quality of life outcomes and other treatment goals. 
 
Many of these outcomes are now accepted by regulators, including Health Canada and the US FDA, to approve new medicines for 
use. However, since these surrogate outcomes are not clear evidence of long-term benefits, provincial payers and health systems 
are experiencing challenges in adopting new endpoints for the purposes of evaluation and funding recommendations. 
 
The utility of surrogate endpoints in terms of providing guidance on clinical and economic effectiveness is a subject of ongoing 
discussion and debate. However, collecting supplementary data on outcomes like OS or PFS would require substantial additional 
funding and time for RCTs or real-world studies, leading to additional delays for patients to access these treatments. The uncertain 
pathway for review and funding could also dissuade medicine sponsors from launching their medicines in Canada.  
 
In light of these challenges, this breakfast symposium will focus on addressing the following question: If traditional cancer 
research endpoints are not suited to new therapies/indications for earlier stage cancers, how can we develop a better toolbox to 
evaluate and inform funding decisions, to ensure patient and clinician access in a timely way? 

 
 
    

 
8:45AM – 9:00AM Welcome to Day 2  
   Location:   Lower Concourse Auditorium 
   Speaker:  Mina Tadrous, CAPT-ACTP President 
 
 
9:00AM – 10:00AM Session 5:  

Title:  Hot topics in Cancer Health Technology Assessments 
and Reimbursement: Surrogate Endpoints, Funding Algorithms and 
Cost Effectiveness Thresholds 

  Moderator:   
Speakers: Robert Bick, Co-Lead, CanCertainty 

Patient advocate (TBD) 
Merck representative (TBD) 
Representative from CADTH or HTA expert (TBD) 

 
Session Overview: 
The pipeline for oncology medicines is exploding, accounting for over a third of all medicines in clinical development. However, 
current processes for HTA recommendations and funding decisions have been struggling to adapt and keep pace with this 
innovation. In particular, new cancer medicines have led to a number of emerging challenges for HTA evaluators and payers, many 
related to uncertainty in clinical and economic value. 
 
This panel will review challenges and opportunities that new cancer innovations present, along with some evolving Canadian and 
global solutions to address these challenges. Specifically, panelists will offer their perspectives on the following key issues:  

 How can the review and reimbursement system evolve and adapt to surrogate endpoints often used in trials for early-
stage cancer treatments? 

 Is the Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health’s (CADTH’s) current cost-effectiveness threshold 
appropriate as a measure of value of cancer medicines? 

 How has the funding algorithm process evolved since it was transferred over from the Canadian Association of 
Provincial Cancer Agencies (CAPCA) to CADTH? 

  
  

https://3sixtypublicaffairs.com/about/
https://smith.queensu.ca/centres/decision-centre/facilitators.php


 

 
 

 
   

10:00AM – 10:30AM Break  
 
 
 
10:30AM – 11:45AM Session 6:  Janssen Inc. 
 Title:  National Landscape Panel: At a Population Level How 

Do We Choose a Willingness to Pay Threshold  
   Moderator:   

   Speakers:     
Session Overview:  
This session will engage speakers from a variety of perspectives including relevant stakeholders in a presentation/panel session 
around the $50,000/QALY ICER used as a benchmark in CADTH pharmaceutical reviews and/or to discuss the move away from 
PMPRB’s use of the ICER threshold to determine excessive prices. We have invited a speaker from the University of Alberta who 
has published in this area and a representative from CADTH as it has interconnections with payers, industry, and academia. 

  
 
11:45PM – 1:00PM Lunch (Sponsor) 

 
   Annual General Meeting & Awards Presentations 

Location:   Lower Concourse Auditorium 
Speaker: Mina Tadrous on behalf of the CAPT-ACTP Board 

 
 
1:00PM – 2:15PM Session 7:   Takeda 
   Title:     

Moderator:   
   Speakers:   

 
2:15PM – 2:45PM Break (Sponsor) 
 
 
 
2:45PM – 4:00PM Session 8:   AstraZeneca       

Title:  It’s Time to Put Patients at the Front of the Line. Rapid 
Access for Project Orbis Drugs Could be a Start. 
Moderator:   

   Speakers: 
Session Overview: 
Public drug plan reimbursement processes in Canada have evolved such that the needs of all the other stakeholders in the system 
– regulators, HTA evaluators, manufacturers, payers, governments – must be met before patients are allowed the chance to benefit 
from a new medicine. 
If we truly want to improve patient care, we need to align on policy solutions so patients can rapidly access new high-priority 
medicines immediately following regulatory and HTA review. 
New medicines designated as Project Orbis “Type A” drugs by Health Canada could be a neutral and practical place for payers, 
manufacturers and patients to begin working on this policy shift. Peer countries such as the UK, Germany, Belgium, and others have 
been testing and evaluating early access policies for years, providing lessons we can adapt to the Canadian context. 
This lively panel discussion will answer the question “What needs to be true to put Canadian patients at the front of the line for rapid 
access to new medicines?” 
 

4:00PM – 4:30PM Closing Remarks 
Location:   Lower Concourse Auditorium 

   Speaker: Shanna Trenaman, CAPT-ACTP President 2020 
 



 

 
 

For any inquiries (abstracts, hotel, registration, etc.), please contact Ms. Peggy Kee 
(peggy.kee@sunnybrook.ca), or visit the CAPT-ACTP website at: (www.capt-actp.ca). 

 

We gratefully acknowledge sponsorship of the 2022 CAPT-ACTP conference by the following donors: 

2022 Conference Partners 

Platinum 
AstraZeneca 

Eisai 
Innomar Strategies 

Innovative Medicines Canada 
IQVIA 

Janssen 
Takeda 

 

Gold 
Boehringer-Ingelheim 

 

Silver 
Astellas  
Biogen 
Gilead 

Novartis 
PDCI 

 

Bronze 
Amgen 

Exactis Innovation 
HOPE Research Centre 

J. L. Glennie Consulting Inc. 
Sanofi 

 

Acedemic Partners 
DSECT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:peggy.kee@sunnybrook.ca
http://www.capt-actp.c/
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